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Code of Conduct for Club Members and Guests

Boyne Hill Cricket Club is fully committed to promoting the well being of all its members.  The Club has adopted the ECB’s ‘Safe Hands - Cricket’s policy for safeguarding children’ guidelines, and requires ALL members and guests to abide by the ECB’s ‘Code of Conduct’ and ‘Spirit of Cricket’.
Members and Guests are defined as - Club Officers, Players, Colts, Captain’s, Coaches, Team Managers, Parents, Volunteers, Social Members, Parents, Family and Friends, Spectators, Visitors, Match Officials and Opposition Players.
Full details of the ‘Safe Hands’ policy, ‘Code of Conduct’ and ‘Spirit of Cricket’ are available at the Club, or online at www.ecb.co.uk/ecb/safeguarding-children-and-child-protection/download-safe-hands,450,BP.html and http://static.ecb.co.uk/files/non-first-class-regulations-and-playing-conditions-2006-code-of-conduct-and-spirit-of-cricket-1124.pdf
The Club also requires that ALL members and guests adhere to the following guidelines.
· Respect the rights, dignity and worth of every person, and treat everyone equally without discrimination regardless of age, gender, race, ethnicity, colour, nationality, religious beliefs, sexuality, social/economic status, parental or marital status, political beliefs or disability.
· Not condone or allow to go unchallenged, any form of discrimination if witnessed.
· Display high standards of behaviour at all times.
· The club is committed to everyone being able to enjoy contributing or playing cricket in an environment free from intimidation, harassment or abuse.
· Respect visitors to the club, including opposition players and umpires.
· Encourage all participants to learn the laws of cricket and play within them, respecting the decisions of match officials.
· Actively discourage unfair play, rule violations and arguing with match officials.
· Recognise good performances and not just match results.
· Place the well being and safety of young people above the development of performance.
· Ensure activities are appropriate for age, maturity, experience and ability of the individual.
· Respect young people’s opinions when making decisions about their participation in cricket.
· Not smoke, drink or use banned substances whilst actively working with young people in the Club.
· Not provide young people with cigarettes, alcohol or banned substances when they are under the care of the Club.
· Follow ECB guidelines set out in the ‘Safe Hands – Cricket’s Policy for Safeguarding Children’ and any other relevant guidelines issued.
· Report any concerns in relation to a young person, following the procedures laid down by the ECB.
· Payment of annual subs and social events must be made by a given deadline and without having to be continually chased.
· Any anti social behaviour, criminal or illegal activity will be referred to the Discipline Committee and/or reported to the police.
In addition to the above

ALL Players
· Are expected to conduct themselves in accordance to the guidelines set out in the ‘Spirit of Cricket’.  Including respecting the umpires, their decisions and opposing players at all times.
· Must remember they are club ambassadors representing the whole of BHCC, and must always act in an appropriate manner whether playing home or away.
· Are expected to pay their match fee in full on the day of the game and not leave the ground before paying.
· Must confirm their availability for selection with the team captain no later than 5 days prior to a match (i.e. by Monday if the match is Saturday).
· Will be contacted by the relevant team captain if they have been promoted or dropped to/from a team, immediately after the team selection meeting.
· Are expected to arrive by the agreed meet time on match days.  It will be noted if any player is late 3 times out of 5 and may influence future team selection.
· Are expected to assist with the pre and post match, pavilion and ground admin on match days.  It is not acceptable to leave admin to a few people every week.  It is a team game and all players need to pull their weight to make match day happen as smoothly as possible.
· Must only wear BHCC kit (shirts, jumpers, trousers, caps, hats).  If they are unable to wear BHCC kit, they should only wear plain creams/whites instead.
· Must never wear the kit of another team/club when representing BHCC.

ALL Colts
· Memberships are taken at the beginning of winter nets and cover the cost of nets, insurance, coaching and match fees for that season.
· Are expected to turn up to nets in suitable clothing and footwear.
· Are not permitted to consume alcohol or drugs of any kind on the club premises or whilst representing the club.

ALL Coaches, Team Managers, Captains, Club Officers and Volunteers
· Must consider the well being and safety of all participants before anything else.
· Should always work in an open environment (i.e. avoid private or unobserved situations and encourage an open environment).

· Must inform players and parents of the requirements of cricket.

· Must know and understand the ECB’s ‘Safe Hands – Cricket’s Policy for Safeguarding Children’.

· Need to develop appropriate working relationships with all participants based on mutual trust and respect.
· Should ensure all activities are appropriate to the age, ability and experience of all participants.
· Should ensure that physical contact is appropriate and necessary and is carried out within recommended guidelines with the Young Player’s full consent and approval.

· Must not engage in any form of sexually related contact with a Young Player.  This is strictly forbidden as is sexual innuendo, flirting or inappropriate gestures and terms.  The ECB adopts the Home Office guidelines which recommend the principle – ‘People in positions of trust and authority do not have sexual relationships with minors in their care’.
· Should attend appropriate training to keep up to date with their role and especially with respect to the Safeguarding of Young people.

· Are to promote the positive aspects of cricket (e.g. ‘Spirit of Cricket’)
· Must never exert undue influence over participants to obtain personal benefit or reward.
· Must never condone rule violations, rough play or the use of prohibited substances.
· Are to encourage participants to value their/the team’s performances and not just results.
· Are to encourage participants to accept responsibility for their own performance and behaviour.
ALL Parents, Family & Friends, Spectators, Visitors and Volunteers
· Are to encourage their children to learn the rules and play within them.
· Must discourage unfair play and arguing with the officials and promote the ‘Spirit of Cricket’.
· Are to help their children to recognise good performance, not just results.
· Must set a good example by recognising fair play and applauding good performances of all.
· Must never punish or belittle a child for losing or making mistakes.
· Must publicly accept officials’ judgements.
· Must use correct and proper language at all times.

